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WE CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 

 
It has been seven weeks since we 

started this school year, and we have 

discovered in so many ways that we 
can make a difference in our lives 
and the lives of others. We have been 
asked to look at our goals, our 
dreams, our futures. Career Cruising 
and College Go Week helped us focus 
on what we want to accomplish and 
what it is going to take to make it 
happen. 

   Just a week ago, 
we were presented 
with a challenge,  
Rachel’s Challenge. 
We now know that 
each of us can make 
a difference in the 
lives of others – 
both negative and 
positive. Let’s make sure we don’t forget what we felt when 
Rachel’s father talked with us and when we s igned the pledge to 
treat others with respect and dignity.  

HMS students can make a difference . 



Time Out for Reading 

Staff and students enjoyed an undisturbed Time Out for 
Reading in conjunction with the Northwest Indiana Literacy 
Coalition. Red noses and reading made for a fun day. NJHS 
students went to the Early Learning Center and read to the 
students there. 

 



A fun craft project made Time Out for Reading complete.  
 

Back at HMS, everyone had his/her nose in a book.  

 



College and Career Ready – College Go! Week 
Lia Pulido 

 
College Go! Week has become a great success this year, 

especially all these career outfits on Wed! It amazed me how 
so many people participated in this! I loved that there were so 
many colleges and future careers written in the  lunchroom. 
Maybe if other people see those they will explore more of 
their options. I've even started to explore more of my options 
on it. College Go Week was blast!!  

 
I 

am going to 
college….. 
 

 

Make the right 
match …choose the right college for you. 



A 

Great Week…… 
 

 

We are ready… 
 

 
College Ready 

Rylie Funke 

 
     Mr. Swafford thinks it is great that 
we have “College Go Week” because kids don’t know that they can pick any job in 
the whole wide world. He was impressed that kids dressed up and participated. In 
the future, hopefully, we can have even more activities to promote “College Go 
Week.” 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mrs. Rinas said she liked that the kids are finding new careers to explore and 
that most kids participated in college go week.  Mrs. Rinas thinks that we should do 
this again next year but a little differently. 
 

Make the right match...college-career 

ready. 



 

Organizing “College Go Week”  
Sydney Butterfield 

 
 

Mrs. Orchard 
organized “College Go 
Week.” She likes the 
students’ interest in going 
to college. She likes how 
they get excited when they 
do the interest inventory on 
career cruising. It gives 
students good colleges and 
ideas for college and what 
jobs they can have. For 
“College Go Week,” Mrs. 
Orchard’s favorite day was 
kick-off day when students 
got to wear mixed matched 
shoes. She said she had a 
lot of fun and goofy 

pictures. She also said that the sixth grade parade was really fun and she liked it a 
lot. She also said that she really enjoyed “College Go Week,” and she wants to 
continue doing it. 

Mrs. Orchard said the hardest part of being a school counselor is to find time 
in her day to help all the people she wants. The best part is getting to work with 
different kinds of people. Mrs. Orchard said the right time to give advice is after you 
to what others are saying and ask questions. Then you work together to come up 
with some ideas. Mrs. Orchard feels that doing your best is enough and that students 
can find their own solutions. She just does her best and she accepts that. Mrs. 
Orchard is our school counselor and she takes time out of her day to help us 
students. So when you see her tell her thank you. Thank you, Mrs. Orchard!! 
  

 
Robotics Club is busy preparing for 
their competition. Team members are 
working with Mrs. Germann 

    

 



Meet the Teachers 
 

A new school year brought a lot of changes at HMS. Some teachers transferred, 
some retired, and some switched roles, but we happily got wonderful new teachers 
and some who transferred to join us. 

 

Mrs. Rinas, New Beginning 
Aubrey Butterfield & McKenzie Lyons 

 

Mrs. Rinas is very excited to be joining the team at 
Hobart Middle School. She grew up in Hobart and attended 
Liberty Elementary, Hobart Middle School and High School. 
She graduated from Hobart High School in 2004 with High 
Distinction. She also attended Indiana University in 
Bloomington where she received her Bachelors Degree in 
Education with Highest Distinction. Mrs. Rinas did her student 
teaching in 5th grade and taught for 2 years at Hayes Leonard 
Elementary School in Valparaiso before she decided to return 

to Hobart. You know what they say, "Once a Brickie....Always a Brickie!" That’s 
what Mrs. Rinas was thinking when she decided to come back to Hobart! Mrs. Rinas 
loves reading, writing and history! She married her husband in 2005 and they have 
two girls: Abigail who is 4 and Caroline who is 1. They also have a pug named 
Hoosier! 

 

Mrs. Gawthrop Joins HMS Staff 
DiBianca Banham 

 

Mrs. Gawthrop is the new LRE teacher in the 
seventh/eighth grade hallway.  In high school, she was the 
newspaper editor. “When this was the high school, the 
room around the corner from the library is where the 
journalism room was.” Even though her classroom is an old 
FACS one, she doesn't use the materials. Mrs. Gawthrop said 
she remembers being in this very classroom in her high school years. 

Right now she teaches three classes including 6th grade math for students 
who need some extra help in class. Mrs. Gawthrop has been a teacher for 24 years. 
“In the back of my mind I have always wanted to teach. I have worked with children 
for several years now.” Before she was at HMS she worked at several different 
elementary schools, and twenty years ago she was a high school teacher and taught 
social studies, math, etc. “It is fun to be back where I went to high school, great to 
be back in Hobart.” 
 



      Mrs. Barton Transfers to HMS  

Aubrey Butterfield and Sydney Butterfield 
  

Mrs. Barton, one of our new sixth grade teachers, 
is from California. She graduated from Valpo University 
and has taught for 12 years. If Mrs. Barton were not 
teaching, she would have chosen to be a textbook 
salesperson. Her favorite thing about being a teacher is 
watching students do well in class. “The worst thing 
about teaching is that you can only do your best as a 
teacher and try to help your kids succeed and 

sometimes doing your best doesn’t feel like it’s enough for the students.” She thinks 
social studies is hard to teach because it is hard to make it fun. Mrs. Barton says the 
hardest hour to teach is homeroom because her students have a lot of energy to go 
home. In the future Mrs. Barton hopes to finish her Master’s Degree. 

On the personal level, Mrs. Barton loves to cook, workout, and be outside!! 
She has three kids: Marek who is 7, Gabriela who is 5, and Danika who is 3. 

Mrs. Barton thinks “Mrs. Barton LOVES HMS!!! 
 

Mrs. Halstead Returns to Sixth 
Grade 

Natasha Qualls 

 

This week I chose to write an interview on 
Mrs. Halstead. For several years, she was in 
charge of the library/media center and taught 8th 
and 7th grade reading enrichment.  Between both 
jobs she said she didn’t have a favorite job; they 
were just equal to her. It wasn’t hard for her to switch to a 6th grade room because 
she used to working with 6th graders on their reading. 

She thinks it is great how almost every student is getting out of the virtual 
world; however, some kids are still in the virtual world. She also thinks the clubs are 
great that some kids are in. She said that she thinks every kid she met will grow up 
to succeed in life and, achieve his/her dreams to become awesome☺. She also thinks 
the Green Team is a great reference for kids when they grow up. 

 
Where’s Mrs. Stelzner?  

Meredith Lund 

 

Mrs. Stelzner had hip replacement surgery at the end of August 
and is recuperating at home. She misses her kids in her foreign 

languages classes and loves her cards! A special thanks goes to 
good-hearted Mrs. Whiting who took Mrs. Stelzner to the hospital 

to have her surgery. 



Preparing for a New Life 

Sabrina Dennie 
 

 This year there are two student teachers 
in the English classrooms. Chrissy Kvachkoff is 
working with Mrs. Clemmons and Mr. Steve Fedro 
is working with Mrs. Mast. 
 

Ms. K was born in Crown Point, Indiana. 
She was born 1 out of 9 children and has three 
sisters and five brothers. Ms.K wanted to be a 

performer ever since she was little, but when she was in the third 
grade she decided she wanted to be an English teacher because she 

thought that is was very important to write your thoughts down on 
paper and to express yourself through words. She is now working at HMS as an 
assistant teacher for Mrs. Clemmons. 

While working at HMS she is also working on her teaching degree at Purdue 
University. Ms. K also has other interests such as singing, dancing, and scrapbooking. 
As a backup plan like if she didn’t want to be a teacher any longer, she would go 
into the music business and perform. But she says that won’t work for her because 
she wouldn’t be with children as much as she would like to be. 

Ms. K said the person that inspired her to become an English teacher was her 
senior high school teacher Ms. Ciochina. She was so inspired that she even wanted to 
be her at one point! Ms. K says that she enjoys the school and loves the hospitality 
of the school and is excited for the things that are coming ahead! 
 

 
 
 Mr. Fedro was born in Battlecreek, Michigan. 
He was one of two children. Sadly, his sister died 
while moving to Indiana. He was nine years old when 
they moved to Indiana. 
 When Mr. Fedro was in high school, his parents 

wanted to get an idea of what career he wanted to pursue. At first, he 
didn’t want to be a teacher. He was more interested doing other 

activities. After he graduated from high school, he went to Purdue and decided to 
get his teaching degree. This is now his last semester at Purdue. In his extra time, 
he comes to HMS to help teach with Mrs. Mast. He says that he is enjoying this time 
with the middle school. He considers teaching a way of helping the next generation 
of adults to be a smarter generation. 



 

Mrs. Warren, Principal of HMS 
Zoey E. Belk 

 
 I talked to the principal of HMS 
September 16 th to find out a little 
about her. My first question was, “Did 
you have any careers before becoming 
a principal?” 
 “I taught high school English, 
was a principal at River Forest 
Elementary, and assistant principal at 

Hobart High School,” Mrs. Warren replied.  
 “What is the best thing that ever happened to you while 
being a principal at HMS?”  
 “Well, probably getting to know all the sweet kids at 
HMS,” she said.  
 “Have you ever helped with extra curricular activities?” I 
wanted to know. 
 “I’ve helped with Student Council and Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes,” she replied after thinking.  
 “Is being a principal stressful?” I asked.  
 “Sometimes, but it is also rewarding. It’s more rewarding 
than stressful, though.” She went on to say that the most 
stressful is when there is a fight and she has to suspend 
someone. 
 When Mrs. Warren is done being a principal, she may 
become an assistant superintendent since she a 
superintendent license. After that she would like to raise 
money for research on A lzheimer’s. 
 Mrs. Warren just finished having her book on Alzheimer’s 
disease (AD) published. Alzheimer’s is the most common form 
of dementia, and there is currently no cure.  

Mrs. Warren’s book is available on Amazon.com, Barnes 
and Noble.com, or at the County Line Orchard. She is having a 
book signing at HHS at 6:00 on October 21 st. Mrs. Warren got 
the idea for her book because her father-in-law (who lived 
with her) had Alzheimer’s.  



Leaders Today and Tomorrow 
 

 

Natural Helpers Retreat 
Aubrey Butterfield 

 
 The fall 2013 Natural Helpers Retreat was September 27

th
-28

th
. There were thirty-nine 

students who attended the fall retreat. Star Staff (returning Natural Helpers) leading the 

activities were Claire Dumbauld, Alyssa Hicks, Emily Zanolla, Nick Hernandez, Jeremy 

Somerville, and Kirsten Lollar. 

 

New 8 th grade Natural Helpers included Andrew Enslen, Noah 
Schuffert, Sean Johnston, Kody Holland, Nathaniel Betz, Amanda 
Lockhart, Amanda Taylor, Shelby Delaet, Meggan Downs, Paige Spence, 
Emily Plesac, Nadia Polizatto, Mackenzie Burton, Haley Kosich, Becca 
Meyer, Samantha Meyer, Alexis Koritko, Megan Zakutansky, Mikayla 
Zakutansky, Paige Nestich, Lauren Lujan, Lauren Spiru, Leslie Brooks, 
Bailey Bristley, and Sophie Jancich.  

Seventh graders selected were Aubrey Butterfield, Samantha 
Hardwick, Faith Barron, Abbey Leonard, Holly Shaginaw, Sierra 
Cyprian, Vianee Estrada, and Alan Govert.  

Teachers helping with the retreat were Mr. Stoelb, Mrs. Lams, Mr. 
Swanson, Mrs. Wettstein, and Mrs. Hughes.  

Natural Helpers is about stepping out of your comfort zone and 
learning to trust people. We had a lot of fun, and I bet you would, too.  

 
 



 

Natural Helpers Fun 
 

 
 

Team Lead 
Organizing 

Sydney Butterfield 
 

This year’s Team Lead is starting and Mrs. Pickett is ready to 
work with th is year’s group. Mrs. Pickett’s favorite thing about Team 
Lead is meeting new students from different classes and helping kids 
become leaders. She has led Team Lead for sixth grade for four years. 
She said if she had to choose between sixth grade and seven th grade 
she would still do sixth grade Team Lead.  Mrs. Pickett also said that 
the number one characteristic to have in Team Lead is compassion. 
Students in Team Lead are excited and hardworking and ready to take 
on any job she gives them. She tries to get the students to get rid of 
bullying and use problem-solving to handle issues around the school 
and to make our school safe. Mrs. Pickett enjoys doing Team Lead and 
she wants to continue doing it.  

Team Lead eighth graders attended a work session October 1 1th 
in preparation for this school year. Attending the training were Lillian 
Jones, Madyson Mata, Sean Hammond, Corlisa Knox, Chris Walker, 
Savanah Clark, Miranda Bartholomew, Rylee Roche, Rachel Garcia, Luz 
Martinez, Shelby DeLaet, Zoe Swigon, Madison Kob itka, Destiny 
Babilonia, Amani Corral, Baylee Demantes, Jordan Perryman, Leslie 
Brooks, Paige Nestich, Keliya Perry, Kassadee Hawkins, Jasmine Willis, 
Calista Krill, Alexis Vargas, and DyShane Smith.  

 
 



HHMMSS  SSppoorrttss  
 

Seventh Grade Volleyball 
Aubrey Butterfield & McKenzie 

Lyons 
 

The 7th Grade Girls 
Volleyball Team played the 
Portage Braves on 9-19-13. 
After 10 minutes of warm-ups 
the Brickies were ready to play. 
The A team players got in their 
positions and the first serve was 
done by the Braves. After 8 

minutes the score was 
already 11-8! It was our 
serve and Jenna Uhles 
served and scored us a 
point! The score was 
now 14-12. The girls 
were fired up again and 
ready to beat the 
Braves! There was 8 

minutes left to this round. The Braves served and the ball was about to hit the floor 
when all of a sudden Mckenzie Lyons slid underneath the ball and saved it! The 
crowd went wild! The A Team gave her a high five. The girls got back in their 
positions when Samantha Vode served and we scored! This was an awesome 
game! 
 

After the 10 minutes of warm-ups for the B team, they were fired up and 
ready to go! We served first and Alexis Berry served. The ball was going back 
and forth until finally Nina Rucinski saved it and we score again! After 10 minutes, 
the score was 14-13. The Bricks were winning! It was time to switch sides and time 
for Jaclynn Janovsky to serve! The ball gets flipped flopped around until we 
scored and we were ahead by 1! In the end, though, the Braves take the game. All 
though we lost, the Lady Brickies had fun and wished they could do it again! GO 
LADY BRICKIES!!!!!! 



Sports Report 
Zac Baca 

 

Cross Country  
 

The cross country meet against Valparaiso was exciting. Sixth 
graders placing were Noah Choncoff 3rd and Colin Nobles 4th. Seventh 
grader Jacob Baca placed 4th. During the September 19th meet, Colin 
Nobles again placed 4th.  

The October 2nd meet saw Noah Choncoff place 3rd and Shawn 
Mirr 4th. For the girls, Grace Nestich placed 2nd, Emily Sutton 3rd, 
Makayla Mehok 1st, Colin Nobles 2nd, Jacob Baca 3rd, Ch ristina 
Shaginaw 2nd, and Holly Shaginaw 3rd.  

On October 14th, Christina Shaginaw placed 1st and Holly 
Shaginaw 3rd.   
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mr. Bialata 
on his induction into the 
Hobart High School Sports Hall 
of Fame.  

 

 

 

 

Region Sports Report 

Zac Baca 
 
   

NHL – Chicago Blackhawks (6) Washington Capitals (4) 
           Chicago Blackhawks (2) Tampa Bay Lightning (3) 
   Chicago Blackhawks (2) Saint Louis Blues (3) 

 
NFL – Chicago Bears (24) Bengals (21) 
           Chicago Bears (31) Vikings (30) 

  Chicago Bears (40) Steelers (23)  
  Chicago Bears (32) Lions (40) 
  Chicago Bears (18) Saints (26) 

 



 
 

New fundraiser begins. Mustaches are optional.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Career Ready 
 


